Family Service
10:00 a.m. November 26, 2023

Welcome, Greeting, and Reconnecting!

Expressing Our Joy

Leader: Who are you?

People: I am a child of God.

Leader: Who are we?

People: We are children of God, the family of faith.

Leader: What does it mean to be children of God?

People: We belong to God who loves us and calls us God’s own.
Leader: May the Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray. (Congregation seated.)

Prayer of Trust and Confidence

Asking God’s Forgiveness (responsive)

Leader: In prayer together, let us ask for God’s forgiveness: God, we have not acted the
way you expect. We have mean, angry thoughts about friends and strangers.
Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, we have not acted the way you expect. We pick fights with people we
love, especially when we know it’s wrong. Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, we have not acted the way you expect. We snap back at other people,
always wanting to have the last word. Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, we have not acted the way you expect. We waste time on all the wrong
things, forgetting what is most important. Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, change our hearts so that we might love the way you love us. Amen.

Time of Silence and Personal Confession

Reassurance of God’s Forgiveness

Luke 1:27-32

%Once when [Zechariah] was serving as priest before God and his section was on

duty, *he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. "’Now at the time of the incense offering, the
whole assembly of the people was praying outside. ' Then there appeared to him an
angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. "> When Zechariah saw
him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. BBut the angel said to him, “Do not be
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son, and you will name him John. ' You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice
at his birth, "for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or
strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. '°He will turn
many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. '’ With the spirit and power of Elijah
he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient
to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the

Lord.” *Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old
man, and my wife is getting on in years.”’The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in
the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good
news. “’But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their
time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things

occur.” > Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay
in the sanctuary. *>When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized
that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary.

Message
Offering

Prayer of Dedication, concluding with The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Blessing and Sung Response This Little Light of Mine

Welcome to the Family Service in the Family Chapel! It is so great seeing you all!



