Family Service
10:00 a.m. January 14, 2024

Welcome, Greeting, and Reconnecting!

Expressing Our Expectation of Joy

Leader: Who are you?

People: I am a child of God.

Leader: Who are we?

People: We are children of God, the family of faith.

Leader: What does it mean to be children of God?

People: We belong to God who loves us and calls us God’s own.
Leader: May the Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray. (Congregation seated.)

Prayer of Trust and Confidence

Asking God’s Forgiveness (responsive)

Leader: In prayer together, let us ask for God’s forgiveness: God, we have not acted the
way you expect. We have mean, angry thoughts about friends and strangers.
Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, we have not acted the way you expect. We pick fights with people we
love, especially when we know it’s wrong. Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, we have not acted the way you expect. We snap back at other people,
always wanting to have the last word. Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, we have not acted the way you expect. We waste time on all the wrong
things, forgetting what is most important. Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, change our hearts so that we might love the way you love us. Amen.

Time of Silence and Personal Confession

Reassurance of God’s Forgiveness

Daniel 6:11-14, 16, 18-22

"The conspirators came and found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God.
’Then they approached the king and said concerning the interdict, “O king! Did you not
sign an interdict, that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within thirty days
except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions?” The king answered, “The
thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be
revoked.” *Then they responded to the king, “Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays
no attention to you, O king, or to the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his
prayers three times a day.” '*When the king heard the charge, he was very much
distressed. He was determined to save Daniel, and until the sun went down he made
every effort to rescue him. '°Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought
and thrown into the den of lions. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you
faithfully serve, deliver you!”

"Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no food was brought to
him, and sleep fled from him. " Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the
den of lions. “’When he came near the den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to
Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you faithfully serve
been able to deliver you from the lions?” ' Daniel then said to the king, “O king, live
forever! ’My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt
me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done
no wrong.”’

Message
Offering

Prayer of Dedication, concluding with The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Blessing and Sung Response This Little Light of Mine

Welcome to the Family Service in the Family Chapel!

It is so great seeing you all!



