Family Service
10:00 a.m. March 9, 2025

Welcome, Greeting, and Reconnecting!

Expressing Our Expectation of Joy

Leader: Who are you?

People: I am a child of God.

Leader: Who are we?

People: We are children of God, the family of faith.

Leader: What does it mean to be children of God?

People: We belong to God who loves us and calls us God’s own.
Leader: May the Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray. (Congregation seated.)

Prayer of Trust and Confidence

Asking God’s Forgiveness (responsive)

Leader: In prayer together, let us ask for God'’s forgiveness: God, we have not acted the
way you expect. We have mean, angry thoughts about friends and strangers.
Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, we have not acted the way you expect. We pick fights with people we
love, especially when we know it’s wrong. Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, we have not acted the way you expect. We snap back at other people,
always wanting to have the last word. Lord, ['m sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, we have not acted the way you expect. We waste time on all the wrong
things, forgetting what is most important. Lord, I'm sorry.
People: Forgive us, Lord.
Leader: God, change our hearts so that we might love the way you love us. Amen.

Time of Silence and Personal Confession

Reassurance of God’s Forgiveness

Luke 2:41-52

“Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. **And
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. * When the festival
was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his
parents did not know it.** Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a
day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and

friends. ¥ When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for

him. ““After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening
to them and asking them questions. ¥’ And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers.” When his parents saw him they were astonished; and
his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and [
have been searching for you in great anxiety.” *He said to them, “Why were you
searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” *’But they did
not understand what he said to them.” Then he went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her

heart. >And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

Message
Offering

Prayer of Dedication, concluding with The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Blessing and Sung Response This Little Light of Mine

Welcome to the Family Service in the Family Chapel!

It is so great seeing you all!



